192                                 AMELIA.

CHAPTER III.
Containing matters pertinent to the history.

AMELIA, in her way to the doctor's, determined just to
stop at her own lodgings, which lay a little out of the
road, and to pay a momentary visit to her children.

This was fortunate enough; for, had she called at the
doctor's house, she would have heard nothing of him,
which would have caused in her some alarm and disap-
pointment ; for the doctor was set down at Mrs. Atkin-
son's, where he was directed to Amelia's lodgings, to
which he went "before he called at His own; and here
Amelia now found him playing with her two children.

The doctor had been a little surprised at not finding
.Amelia at home, or any one that could give an account
of ;her. He was now more surprised to see her come in
such a dress, and at the disorder which he very plainly
perceived in her pale and melancholy countenance* He
addressed her first (for, indeed, she was in no great haste
to speak) 'and cried, c My dear child, what is the matter ?
f where is your husband? some mischief I am afraid hath
Vhappenecl to him in my absence.'

4 O my dear doctor Ir answered Amelia, c sure some
' good angel hath sent you Ipther.    My poor. Wili-4i^
; arrested again.   I left him in the most miserable condi-
-.* tion in the very house whence your goodness formerly

* redeemed him/

1 <fc Arrested r cries the doctor.   'Then it must be for

* some very inconsiderable trifle.'

. '. I wish it was,' said Amelia; l but it is for no less than
' fifty pounds.1

1 Then,' cries the doctor, ' he hath been disingenuous